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No part of the world reveres the indigo plant-like South Carolina (SC) but how did the indigo plant and SC have such close connections? The history of the SC has shaped around the indigo plant thanks to one woman who goes by the name Eliza Lucas Pinckney. Having been born in Antigua as the eldest daughter of George Lucas, Eliza together with her mother and younger sister, with her father’s permission moved southwards to SC and her latter role to manage her father’s lands helped shape not only her life and many other people’s lives but the economy of the whole of South Carolina between 1740 and 1790. 
As a young girl, Eliza was skilled in Botany and later in life made it a life passion of hers. She cherished her knowledge in Botany as well as her education because she saw both as that which esteemed a more valuable fortune and that which can give her happiness throughout her life. In SC where she alongside her mother settled, her father owned three Lowcountry plantations. Eliza chose to take her residency in a plantation that was 3 miles Southwest of Charlestown and being well cognizant that rice was the main cash crop in the place, she decided to multiply the wealth of the Lowcountry (Zhang et al., 2019). 
Eliza wrote extensively to her friend, Mary Bartlett of her intention to grow a large fig orchard plantation and of her intentions of making huge plantations of orchards which she will thereafter harvest and dry and then export. She also made her intentions know to her friend, Mary, that whether her father bequeathed the land she was developing to her or not as a deterrent to her ambition (Jelatis, 2016). 
One of the experiments that did well in SC and particularly in Southwest of Charlestown where Eliza settled out of her labor was Indigo. Despite ridicule and a lot of discouragement from her guardian Charles Pinckney and her neighbors, Eliza was assured of indigo’s success and it did. The neighbors knew well that the indigo plant did not do well in the winter months since it was a tropical plant. Her years of persistence finally paid off as in 1744 she had grown enough indigo to start a factory and send a small sample of indigo dye to Great Britain (Pinckney, 2017). 
The success did come with some devastation as her close friend Eliza Lamb Pinkney died and her father wanted to go back to Antigua. However, her going back was saved by Charles Pinckney as the 45-year-old proposed to the then 22-year-old Eliza Lucas Pinckney. Charles's prior marriage did not bear children but with Eliza Lucas Pinckney, they had four children from the time they were married up to 1750, and the children offered Eliza a whole new purpose to work harder as well as the excitement of having to raise children. 
Eliza and Charles Pinckney had a family afterward which grew alongside her indigo business as well as her exports to Great Britain. By this time (the 1750s), the economy of SC was centered on Indigo dye with Eliza as the main figure as more than 138, 300 pounds of indigo dye were being exported to England earning about £16, 803. In increase, both in quantity and value of indigo dye was monumental in the following years peaking in 1775 where £ 242, 295 with a total of 1, 122, 200 pounds of exported indigo dye (Pinckney, 2017). 
The story of Eliza Lucas Pinckney is forever inscribed in the SC Business Hall of Fame as the first woman as she was inducted into the hall in 1989 because for more than a half a century from 1740-1790s, more than one-third of exports from South Carolina was indigo dye thanks to her tireless and relentless contributions (Zhang et al., 2019). The fall for the demand of indigo and its farming started when the British and the East India Trading Company built-up tension between themselves leading to the diminishing of indigo trade. 
Indigo is an important plant to most South Carolinas and the South Carolina government at large. Indigo color is conspicuous not only on the logo of the state’s symbol but also it is on the state’s flag. South Carolina’s agriculture is historically attached to indigo and its contributions to the states’ economy. 
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